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EVOC has had a disappointing result from our bid to the Climate Challenge Fund to deliver a project to support the sector towards greater environmental sustainability.

The ‘Third Sector Sustainability’ project envisaged working with a range of Edinburgh third sector organisations to (a) map their carbon footprints, (b) agree a carbon management plan appropriate to their needs, and (c) take action to deliver on these plans, thus making carbon savings.

We put forward a bid for funding to the Scottish Government’s Climate Challenge Fund towards the end of December last year, and had a prompt reply in early January this year. Unfortunately the funders did not feel that our project was something they could support – primarily because they felt EVOC was too remote from grass-roots community interests, and they were not convinced that the community was at the heart of planning and delivering on the project.

Development staff at the Climate Challenge Fund were keen to emphasise that the project proposal itself did have merit, and – so long as the potential carbon savings could properly be quantified – the three-stage plan to ‘footprint, plan reductions, and act on plans’ was clearly the sort of project which they could fund.

The funders’ advice was that individual organisations, with strong roots within local communities, could apply to them directly. They were keen to stress that support was available for organisations which needed help in putting forward a project proposal.

EVOC will now contact those organisations who had expressed an interest in participating in the city-wide project. If any wish to seek funding from the Climate Challenge Fund directly, Milind (contact details below) will gladly share the advice he has had from the funders. With the agreement of partner organisations, though, we intend to put the proposal forward to other funders who may support the project.

See: www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccf.asp or type ‘Climate Challenge Fund’ into the search bar on the Scottish Government’s homepage: www.Scotland.gov.uk for more on the Climate Challenge Fund, and their contact details.
Contact Milind Kolhatkar at Edinburgh Voluntary Organisations’ Council: Milind.Kolhatkar@EVOC.org.uk or (0131) 555 9100/38.
