Membership of the VSSG and VSSG nominees to Compact Board
Context/Changes
External factors and structural changes have meant that the public agencies represented on the Edinburgh Compact Partnership Board have changed.
Wilma Nelson, who used to represent Regeneration interests on the VSSG (and was a VSSG nominee to the Compact Board,) has stood down.

A stronger role is being proposed for the Compact Partnership, putting it at the heart of Community Planning structures in Edinburgh.

With local Voluntary Sector Forums being set up to help the sector engage with Community Planning at the Neighbourhood level, and with the sector firmly installed as a key partner in Neighbourhood Partnerships, there is a need to include local interests in city-wide strategic discussions.

For all the above reasons it is expedient now to consider the membership of the VSSG, to refresh it if needed, and to clarify just how it nominates members to serve on the Compact Board, and how it should deal with changes, as and when they arise.

Current Structure
The VSSG draws members from a range of thematic interests as follows:

Advice Services



Sandra Blake


Arts & Culture



Jan-Bert van den Berg


Children & Families Services

Stuart Mair


Community Transport


John Moore


Environmental Issues


Teresa Bray


Homelessness



Ella Simpson


Partnership




Shulah Allan (chair)


Racial Equality



Nina Giles


Regeneration




* vacancy *


Social Enterprise



Mike Finlayson/Neal Mackay


Volunteering




Harriet Eadie

The VSSG nominates the following to be the third sector members of the Compact Board:


Harriet Eadie, Jan-Bert van den Berg, Mike Finlayson, Sandra Blake, Stuart Mair.

EVOC nominates Ella Simpson to serve on the Compact Board.

The number of third sector members should be equal to the number of statutory sector members on the Compact Board. The current statutory sector members on the Compact Board are:


Big Lottery Fund



Eric Samuel

City of Edinburgh Council


David Jack


Lothian & Borders Police


Ivor Marshall


NHS Lothian




David White

Scottish Arts Council


Jim Tough

A proposal is to go to the Compact Board suggesting that this group (of statutory partners) be expanded to include representatives from Lothian & Borders Fire & Rescue Service and from the Further Education sector.

Recommended Action
1) That the VSSG replace the category ‘Racial Equality’ with ‘Equalities;’
2) That the VSSG replace the category ‘Regeneration’ with ‘Neighbourhoods’ and invite a Voluntary Sector representative from one of the city’s 12 Neighbourhood Partnerships to take up that place;

3) That the VSSG consider whether it is still content to retain the remaining categories.

