Note of Meeting of Neighbourhoods Representatives’ Group
Friday 20th November 
9:30am at EVOC

Present

Harriet Eadie             Volunteer Centre Edinburgh

Ingrid Seilman         Western

Zeshan Khan             City Centre

In attendance

Karen Carrick           EVOC

Milind Kolhatkar      EVOC

As there were only two Neighbourhood Partnerships representatives present it was agreed not to follow the agenda but to discuss the key issues.

VSSG

Ingrid gave an update on her first VSSG meeting. The main points that she reported were:

· There were mixed views about the landscape of the voluntary sector in the future.
· Concerns remained about the commissioning and tendering process. The majority felt that there should be greater user involvement and wider consultation and this should form the basis of a challenge to the current approach adopted by the council.

Action point: Milind agreed to circulate a copy of the ‘Joint Statement – Third Sector’
Future issues to be discussed are the different approaches taken in Neighbourhoods to allocation of FSF funding in 2010-11.
Involvement of voluntary sector in Neighbourhood Partnerships
There was a general discussion about the role of the voluntary sector, how best to engage organisations and how to evidence the value of a partnership approach.

Suggested methods included:

· Themed meetings
· Greater engagement with  sub groups
· Providing workshops on training e.g. equalities

· Developing strategies to support the participation of particular groups e/g young people.
It was acknowledged that it was difficult to produce robust qualitative evidence. 

Commissioning and Tendering

It was agreed that evidence was needed to substantiate the difficulties faced by organisations in the commissioning and tendering process, and particularly to record the emergent issues for new groups. The best way of collecting evidence would be to carry out a simple survey of groups at a neighbourhood level that had participated in the process. This would seek to record the level of support that was provided by the council and attempt to identify any strengths and/or weaknesses. In addition examples of case studies illustrating good and poor practice should be gathered.

Action Point: Action plan for survey to be discussed at next meeting

Briefing paper on checking and barring,

It was agreed to attempt to produce a briefing note for organisations on the new legislative requirements. 

Action Point: Harriet to send information to Karen who will thereafter produce a draft briefing note.
