NOTE OF MEETING:

NEIGHBOURHOODS REPRESENTATIVES’ GROUP

FRIDAY 23rd APRIL 2010
AT EVOC, 14 ASHLEY PLACE, EH6 5PX

PRESENT:

Ann Young (Liberton/Gilmerton)

Carol Cawood (South West)

Ingrid Seilman (Western, NRG nominee to VSSG)

IN ATTENDANCE:
Milind Kolhatkar (EVOC – City Centre, South Central, Portobello/Craigmillar)

APOLOGIES:

(??) Kate Kasprowicz (EVOC – South West, Pentlands, Western, Almond, Forth, Inverleith)

Willy Barr (Leith)

Wilma Nelson (Liberton/Gilmerton)

1 Welcomes:
Ingrid welcomed those present, who each introduced themselves.
2 Apologies:
Apologies, as above, were noted.

3 Note of Previous Meeting:
This was accepted.

4 Information Exchange:

Ann informed the group that the Liberton/Gilmerton Neighbourhood Partnership was to conduct a neighbourhood-level Impact Assessment of Fairer Scotland Fund programmes. She reminded those present that FSF was not due to cease, it was due to be mainstreamed.

Carol suggested that the transition in South West from the previous (West Edinburgh Community Planning) partnership had been challenging.


Ingrid reported that local voluntary organisations with whom she had been in touch felt unsupported. Responding to this perceived need, the Western&Almond Voluntary Sector Forum had planned and delivered training.


Generally, the group was of the view that tackling disadvantage – particularly within a challenging economic climate – would require new thinking and sustainable, longer-term solutions. This would only come about if those in power expressed powerful shared political will.
5 Representation – NRG, VSSG, Compact:


Recognising the pressures of competing priorities, the group felt it would be useful for each local forum to nominate two people to attend meetings of the NRG.

Given that partnership structures in Edinburgh were complex, it was agreed to publish a map of the Edinburgh Partnership and its sub-structures including Neighbourhood Partnerships and their sub-groups. The ‘map’ should clearly indicate the linkages and representational routes between various groups.


The group felt it would be useful for EVOC to gather information – perhaps by means of a questionnaire – on what Neighbourhood Representatives would find useful.

6 Strategic Commissioning:

The group considered Ella Simpson’s paper ‘Strategic Commissioning – an Edinburgh Approach,’ making the following points.

· The principles within the paper could apply equally to ‘commissioning’ as to ‘strategic planning.’ Clarity would be useful
· Community Benefit Clauses were considered useful, and ought to be further explored

· Within a context of significant cynicism and a lack of trust meaningful debate or engagement would be difficult to achieve
· Similarly, unequal relationships within partnerships hampered honest dialogue

· Independent evaluation of processes (as well as outcomes) would help shine a light on partnership structures, and how well they were working

· It would be useful to integrate Social Return On Investment analyses into a Strategic Commissioning approach.

7 Any Other Business

The group was clear that some voluntary organisations would ‘go to the wall’ as a result of public sector budget cuts, and that a much changed landscape of local voluntary sector provision would emerge.

Against this backdrop the group felt that representatives of the city’s voluntary sector should argue strongly for its worth and value to society, challenging decision-makers to back up their warm words with tangible support – to ‘put their money where their mouth is.’

Dates of Next Meetings (all Fridays from 0930-1130 at EVOC)


20th August, 29th October 2010
ThinkSpace 20th August: 
http://www.edinburghcompact.org.uk/documents/EveryoneLovesAGoodThink.pdf
http://www.edinburghcompact.org.uk/documents/DraftAgendaFri30Aug10.pdf
