Voluntary Sector Strategy Group  (VSSG)
Debrief notes of meeting held on April 13th 2006.

Secretariat

Until an appointment is made to the vacant position of Community Planning Officer at EVOC, the VSSG will be supported administratively by Milind Kolhatkar.  He can be contacted at Milind.kolhatkar@evoc.org.uk.

Local Community Planning Partnerships



The Council has agreed a framework for the establishment of 12 local Community Planning Partnerships (LCPP’s) across the city.  A target date for the establishment of the network is April 2007, subject to approval by the Edinburgh Partnership.

The Voluntary Sector will have a place on each of the LCPP’s, practice already adopted in the West of Edinburgh pilot.  Each partnership will have devolved decision making powers, and link up with the Councils Neighbourhood Management processes.  The Councils Local Development Committees, will be wound up by the end of the year.

Alan Howie, who works within the Councils Department of Community Services has responsibility for the roll out of LCPP’s will be invited to meet with the VSSG to discuss how planning arrangements are progressing, and to assess in which areas the Voluntary Sector require capacity building support for participation.

Compact Working Group

· Voluntary Sector members are being drawn together for the Joint Review of Contracting Arrangements with the Council

· The work of the Quality Assurance Development Group is progressing

· A short profiling programme on Voluntary Sector engagement with the City Community Learning and Development Partnership and strategy is to be undertaken in West and South Edinburgh in June.

Children & Young Peoples Services
The VSSG were asked to consider the Partnership Agreement drawn up by the Children and Young peoples Strategic Partnership, which commits the Partnership to agreed activities and support for it by Partners.

The VSSG viewed it as a positive development which is compatible with Compact Principles.

The next VSSG meeting will be held on July 14th.
