Voluntary Sector Strategy Group (VSSG)

Debrief notes of meeting held on January 19th 2007.
Matters arising
Consultation protocol with NHS Lothian: A first draft protocol has now been prepared. It was thought useful to develop a tool to assess the impact on service users of any proposed changes in service delivery.
Local Community Planning
The VSSG agreed a response to Services for Communities’ consultation document, ‘Establishing Neighbourhood Partnerships in Edinburgh – Progress Report.’ The document and the response are available from Milind.

Granted £9k from the city’s ‘Smarter Partnerships’ fund, EVOC and VCE are working together to assess voluntary sector support needs in relation to Neighbourhood Partnerships.
Edinburgh Compact Exchange (Efficient Government Bid)

Now that the ECE bid to the EGF had been turned down, VSSG members were advised that the Edinburgh Compact Partnership was keen to move forward and develop elements of the project as part of a Compact communications strategy.
The Social Enterprise Strategy for Edinburgh

Kevin Robbie of Forth Sector led a discussion on the above, key points being that progress had been slow due to a lack of funding for the ‘Support Plan,’ that the future of ‘Futurebuilders’ remained uncertain, and that work was ongoing to develop ‘Public-Social Partnerships’ (borrowing from the ‘Public-Private Partnership’ paradigm) aiming, in the first instance, to clarify in which areas partnership working would yield benefit to the social enterprise and public sectors.

A Volunteering Strategy for Edinburgh

The strategy having been agreed and launched (by Edinburgh’s Lord Provost and Leader of the Council), work was currently ongoing to draw together an ‘implementation group.’ From the VSSG Stuart Mair was willing to join the group. He suggested that voluntary sector involvement in the group be routed through the VSSG.


The strategy itself was quite ambitious, and would need to be appropriately resourced.
Reports Back


City Funding Strategy: This group was to meet again in March. The Single Application Group had met once and was to survey Edinburgh vol orgs to assess need and appetite for a ‘single application process.’  The Review of Contracting Arrangements was currently focussed on CEC departments of Children & Families and of Health & Social Care. A Providers’ Reference Group had been convened to feed into this review. The Review Group was likely to publish a report in February. EVOC intends to canvass voluntary sector views and make a formal response.

Edinburgh Partnership: The EP has published a report listing its successes. The EP Board meets again on February 8th.


Edinburgh Partnership: in Conference: The most recent EP:iC event had looked at measuring equalities.


Sustainable Development Partnership: This partnership had not met since April/May 2006. So long as this partnership is not meeting, opportunities for change continue to be missed.


Community Health Partnerships: A new ‘Reference Group on Health Improvement’ had met, but suffered from some of the weaknesses of the former Health Action Team. Prevention 2010 is now being called ‘Keeping Well.’ The voluntary sector was still not effectively engaged. The VSSG agreed to keep ‘health’ and CHPs on its agenda.


Edinburgh Network for Children, Young People and Families: After a difficult and disempowering process voluntary sector partners had felt unable to ‘sign off’ on CEC’s Plan for Children and Young People.


Community Transport: The Scottish Executive was to deliver transport funding via Regional Transport Partnerships rather than Local Authorities. As the voluntary sector was not well organised at the regional level this move represented a potential threat.

Community Learning & Development Partnership: This group had not met for some time, and was being reviewed by the Improvement Service.


Community Safety Partnership: While this partnership was working well, and developing worthwhile initiatives, it was felt that an impact assessment tool which could demonstrate any ‘added value’ would help future planning.


Matters to be referred to the Edinburgh Compact Partnership: It was agreed to remind the CP that its strategies (on Social Enterprise and on Volunteering) urgently required appropriate resourcing.

Date of Next Meet: VSSG was to meet at 9.30am on Friday, 20th April at EVOC.
