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Item 9.1: Update on progress of Compact Database

Database

The Edinburgh Compact Database is a searchable resource held by EVOC on behalf of the Compact Partnership and made available online to those who wish information on voluntary sector organisations and activity in Edinburgh. The work of populating the database is an ongoing process, involving EVOC, Stevenson College, and a series of cohorts of trainees whom Stevenson take through the process of inputting, checking, and amending data on behalf of EVOC and the Compact Partnership.


There are currently 496 organisations in the searchable online database. Details of 82 other organisations are now with Stevenson College, in the process of being entered. A few more complete forms remain with EVOC, awaiting the next set of trainees who will input these details.


Thus, we currently hold information on some 584 organisations and are in conversation with a further 560 groups, encouraging them to return data collection forms.


Altogether, we have contacted 1636 organisations. Of these, some do not exist anymore, others have chosen not to be part of the database, and still others have not responded yet.

Website

The 496 organisations whose data are captured on the database are currently live and searchable via the compact website.


The website currently hosts six micro-sites for networks or fora.


The City of Edinburgh Council’s online grant application forms are available exclusively via the EdinburghCompact website.

The Volunteer Centre Edinburgh has been seeking input from volunteers to the City’s ‘Inspiring Volunteering’ strategy via the front page of the Compact website.

Agendas for and notes from Compact Partnership and Voluntary Sector Strategy Group meetings are published on the Compact website.


Work is ongoing to find the best way to respond to a request from Joined Up For Jobs for inclusion in the Compact website.

Traffic (01Oct06 – 24Oct06)

Total number of unique visitors = 

2777


Total number of pages viewed  =

7872


By far the most viewed pages on the website related to Local Organisations, with 2737 ‘hits.’ The Homepage received 686 hits and the Latest News page 453. CEC Grant Application Forms have received 38 hits during this period, a number very likely to go up.

As regards traffic via referrals from search engines, Google is the most prolific referrer, with 482 referrals. AOL referred 19 ‘hits,’ MSN 13, and Yahoo referred 7 unique visitors to the Compact website.
