Edinburgh’s Neighbourhood Partnerships and the city’s Third Sector

Review of Neighbourhood Partnerships - update
A cross-party group of city councillors (Tom Buchanan – SNP, Ewan Aitken – Lab, Mike Bridgman – SNP, Alison Johnstone – Green, Tim McKay – LD) reported on their review of neighbourhood partnerships to the Council’s Policy & Strategy Committee on 30 September.
The report recommended (among other things) that NP Conveners meet regularly, that business management arrangements be reviewed, that NPs be encouraged to seek greater influence over local services, and that boundary changes would not be appropriate at this stage.
The full report is available from Milind


The Committee made no decision on the recommendations, simply agreeing to refer the report to the full Council meeting of Thursday, 16th October.
Voluntary Sector Forums - overview
The Voluntary Sector is represented on all 12 of the city’s NPs, and has been from day one. Local forums are active within 10 NPs (not Inverleith, nor South Central.) Seven NPs include ‘local’ representatives, and EVOC staff continue to serve on five NPs.

EVOC intends to bring together local representatives – possibly with thematic voluntary sector representatives (such as those supported by the Eke-Out project and EVOC’s Social Care Unit) at a city-wide meeting at the end of November.


A more detailed report was made to the Compact Partnership Board in July. This is available from Milind.
Sustainability project proposal - update
EVOC is working in partnership with the Sustainable Development Unit at the City of Edinburgh Council to put together a funding bid to the Scottish Government’s Climate Challenge Fund to help ‘green’ Edinburgh’s third sector.

The three year, three phase project will focus on local service delivery organisations through local forums, and will seek to carbon footprint a set of organisations; devise bespoke carbon management plans including energy use, transport, waste management and food/consumables/procurement; and support delivery of these plans.


EVOC’s Partnership & Outreach Team is working through local forums to gather evidence of community support. We hope an expression of interest will go to the funders in the next few weeks. If they like our proposal the funders will work with us to develop a complete bid.


So far there has been considerable interest, with opportunities for spin-off and add-on projects already being discussed.


Further information and copies of papers sent out (and a presentation made) to local organisations are available from Milind.
