Voluntary Sector Strategy Group (VSSG)

Debrief notes of meeting held on April 20th 2007.
The [Draft] Culture (Scotland) Bill and Cultural Entitlements

The VSSG received a presentation on the above (copies available from Milind) and discussed the implications for the voluntary sector.

Key issues were: An event to bring the sector up to speed is being planned; ‘non-mainstream’ cultures (and individuals) might be brought ‘closer to the core’ through voluntary sector engagement with cultural entitlements; if cultural entitlements entitle citizens to express their chosen culture, then if that culture was one of discrimination, violence, or unhealthy lifestyles (for example) then such an entitlement could be extremely problematic; the sector already has considerable experience in using creative and arts-based methods in its work.
Edinburgh’s Community Health Partnership
Iain Mackintosh – voluntary sector rep on the CHP – was welcomed, and reported on his impressions of his first meeting: the group was very large and largely focussed on clinical targets. Members felt that there should be more scope for the sector, as part of the CHP, to bring ‘its’ business to the table.
Matters arising
Consultation protocol with NHS Lothian: Members agreed the final draft. Shulah would take the paper to NHS Lothian for approval, and refer it to the Edinburgh Compact Partnership.

Local Community Planning: Milind made a brief presentation (copies from M), bringing members up to speed. It was noted that while engagement with Community Planning was a ‘duty’ on public agencies, it was a ‘right’ for the voluntary sector. Discussing an early draft of EVOC’s report on the preparedness of the voluntary sector to engage with neighbourhood partnerships, it was agreed that there was a major piece of work for EVOC to do in facilitating effective engagement. EVOC has secured funding for an additional half-time post for three years to support the Compact Resource Unit (within the Partnership & Outreach Team.)
Standing Reports

As the meeting was over-running, it was agreed to circulate these.
Matters to be referred to the Edinburgh Compact Partnership: Consultation Protocol (see Matters Arising)

Date of Next Meet: VSSG was to meet from 9.30am to 12.30pm on Friday, 20th July at EVOC (and on 19th October and on 14th December.)
