What's a Neighbourhood
Partnership for, then?

What's a Neighbourhood Partnership?

Twelve Neighbourhood Parinerships (MFs) across Edinburgh will deliver
Community Planning for local communities - designed to make local senvices
better, and hetter integrated, and to give local people more of a say in how these
services are planned and delivered.

Who's on a Neighbourhood Partnership?

MPs are ‘advisory committees’ of the City of Edinburgh Council. NP Boards will
include all local councillors, representatives of local community councils, a
representative of the local voluntary sector, and nomineas from NHS Lothian and
Lothian&Borders Police. The Board may invite others - if they have a particular
contribution o make. Each NP Board is expected to work via sub-groups, likely
on themes like Children & Young People, Health, Employment and the Economy,
or Transport.

What will Neighbourhood Partnerships do?

Each MNP will engage with local people to highlight local issues, they will monitor
service delivery, they will make decisions conceming some funding streams
(Community Grants Fund and Community Regeneration Fund to begin with) and
will influence mainstream budget decisions {like City of Edinburgh Council or NHS
Laothian spend )

How can my group get involved?

The YVoluntary Sector Representative on NP Boards will be chosen by a
‘neighbourhood network’ of local organisations delivering services or running
activiies. The process will be accessible, fair, transparent, and inclusive.
Meighbourhood MNetworks will ensure that a strong, united voluntary sector view is
fed into the NF Board and its sub-groups. Edinburgh Yoluntary Organisations’
Council (EVOC) will help support local organisations and networks. See page 4
for details on how you can get involved.

You can reach EVOC on (0131) 555 9100 or visit: www.evoc.org.uk
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What's in Neighbourhood Partnerships for me ?
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How will my group fit with Community Planning ?

Voluntary Organisations delivering services in a Neighbourhood Partnership
come fogether in a Neighbourhood Metwork. Your Network will have
represantation on the Neighbourhood Parmership Board, and will be invited fo
participate in Action Groups (on topics like Children & Young People, Health,
Local Environment or Community Safety.

Each Neighbourhood Parinership feeds info the Edinburgh Farinership - which
has overall responsibility for Community Planning in Edinburgh.

EVOC has responsibility for facilitating and supporting Neighbourhood Networks
across Edinburgh. EVOC is also a member of the Edinburgh Partnership Board.
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“As a result of the effort and dedication of all network member organisations,
the Voluntary Sector now have their voices heard and are part of the deci-
sion-making process. We can make statutory partners aware of the day-to-
day challenges faced by our organisations”

Marie Anderson, Broomhouse Centre, NP6

"If you don't get involved, you won't know where funding is being allocated -
and why".
Linda Wright, Prestonfield Neighbourhood Project, NP5

"By working together with other groups, we have been successful in getling
our people’'s needs on the agenda resulting in funding for a joint worker”.
Allison McPhail & Gisela Stevenson, Inch Wednesday Disabled Group, NP4

“The Community Planning process has given us a crucial input info the way
in which local services are planned and delvered for the client groups that
we work with. Engaging with the key partners through the Voluntary Sector
Forum gave us an invaluable opportunity to ensure our sectors i1ssues and
concemns were fully considered by our stafutory sector pariners”.

David Gardner, Community Help & Advice Initiative, NPG

“It is important to get involved to ensure that voluntary organisations have a
say in what is happening to the senvices in their communities. We need fo
make decision with the council and health, not have decisions made for us”
Wilma MNelson, LAHA, NP4

What about our support needs ?

Edinburgh Voluntary Organisations’ Council (EVOC) is the main citywide support
and development agency for voluntary and community organisations in Edinburgh.
EVOC's mission is to Support the Voluntary Sector; Bring Together organisations
for common action; Promote the common policies and concemns of the Voluntary
Sector; and Pioneer new forms of voluntary action and areas of activity.

The Eke-Out Project supports the Edinburgh Network of Voluntary Organisations
for Children, Young People and Families. Project staff support the Network with
information, policy development, research networking services.

The Edinburgh Compact is a high-level city agreement between the public and
voluntary and community sectors. It is about promoting and supporting an
environment of mutual advantage.



Tell me again, how does it
worlk for my group?

Are you a Voluntary Organisation?
NO * Consider other routes into your NP

YES

Are you Constituted?

NO * Contact EVOC for further help
YES

Are you already represented on the NP Board?

YES You are welcome to attend Neighbourhood
Metwork meetings, but not to vote

NO ®  Congratulations! You've just joined your

local Neighbourhood Network.

Please contact EVOC with your details.

EVOC contact details: www.evoc.org.uk
eV{}c Switchboard: 0131 555 9100
= Community Planning Officer: 0131 555 9138

Director: 0131 555 9106

Some useful websites

WWW_evoc.org.uk - EVOC supports Edinburgh’s voluntary sector

www edinburgh.gov uk - The City of Edinburgh Council has lead responsibility
for Meighbourhood Partnerships

www =dinburghCompact.arg - The Edinburgh Compact Partnership is where a
range of public agencies meet the city’'s voluntary sector

www Eke-Out org.uk - The Eke-Out Project is a staff resource for the
Edinburgh MNetwork for Children, Young Feople and Families
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