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Apologies

Sylvia Crick

Joyce Ormiston

Linda Headland

Shaping the Future

Ruth Lowe explained that Midlothian was about to launch the program at an event for staff.  She is also attending the Midlothian People First Group to discuss plans with service users. Ruth has tested the computer program with 3 service users and this has highlighted the need for better briefing and training for workers who prepare assessments.

Polly told the group about research available from Social Policy Research,  University of York on how outcomes were influenced by the thoughts of assessors.

In Control

Denis is visiting West Sussex next week and will prepare the way for future contacts and visits on behalf of the wider group.

Person Centred Planning – Training

Ruth gave a presentation supported by a number of very helpful handouts.  There followed a discussion with everyone supporting the need for investment in staff and user/carer training if PCP is to work. Ruth has further copies of her presentation and handouts if people want to contact her.  Ruth is also happy to speak to other groups.

Other Things We Need to Do

It was agreed that we needed to do more than have PCP as an optional ‘section’ within the Lothian Strategy. Person Centred approaches had to be at the very heart of the strategy.

It was agreed that People First would put PCP as their priority for taking the Lothian Strategy forward.  Duncan, Ruth and Denis would look at writing a report which would have PCP central to all sections of the strategy.

Agreed that it would be useful to restructure the interim report with a far more explicit message that PCP & Individualised Services are central to the report recommendation for a modernised & creative Learning Disability Service for Lothian.  We felt that the report had a crucial role in ensuring that the Review takes this direction, particularly as recent Board meetings have not been as fully attended.  Group members will e-mail thoughts about how we might achieve this to Denis in good time for him to do some restructuring of the report for distribution by 18th May.

The idea of Person Centred checklists, similar to the Respect checklist of the Best Practice Group, for each of the sub groups was raised and we will consider what would be on the list at the next meeting.  Agreed that that the list alone was probably not sufficient to ensure that PCP remains central to the review though.

Date of Next Meeting

7th June 2:30 pm at Fairfield House, Dalkeith.

