DRAFT

EVOC Older People’s Service Forum

Meeting 28th January 2009

EVOC, 14 Ashley Place, Edinburgh

Present


John Richardson

-
Chairperson

Anne Munro


-
Pilmeny Development Project


John Moore


-
LCTS


Margaret Stewart

-
Lifecare


Sandra Dixon


-
Open Door Project

Caroline Macpherson
-
Calton Welfare Services


Steve Kent


-
EVOC


Glenda Watt


-
CEC Corporate Services

(from 3.15 p.m.)

In attendance:
Anna Rayne (Minutes)

1. Apologies


Anne Young


-
SEAG


Helen Hay


-
Alzheimers Scotland


Liz McIntosh


-
Queensferry Church Care in the 






Community

2. Minutes of meeting held 26th November 2008

 Amendments –


 Page 2 – Strategic Development Group )SDG) – Anne Munro is not the 
rep. on The Homecare Checkpoint Group, the reps are John Richardson 
and Neena Agarwal

Page 3 – ACFAA/Today & Tomorrow Task Group – Milan received the 
award of 2500 Euros on behalf of the Today & Tomorrow Group.


With these agreed amendments, the minutes of 26th November 2008 
were accepted as a true record of the meeting.


3. Matters Arising


Low Level Support For Older People – The Working Group has set a 
date to meet: 3 March 12.00 pm at the Royal Scots Club. 


At this meeting the working Group (Anne, Sandra, John and Steve) 
will 
look at bringing the information/ eaflet up to date.  Steve to send 

Sandra Dixon a copy of the research and the leaflet.

 Grants – The meeting was informed that there appeared to be a 
rumour that grants from CEC were to be cut by 5% across the board 
on top of a standstill budget, and did EVOC have a position on this.  
Steve informed the meeting that he had not heard this and EVOC could 
not react until this became official.  CEC budgets are due to be set 12 
February and the grant report becomes public on 6 March.  The report 


will be considered by full Council on 12 March. As the next OPSF ]#
meeting is in late March it was agreed to put this on the agenda for
that meeting.

Tendering for Housing Services – In the Evening News (30 December 
2008) it was reported that MILAN had been awarded £15,000 grant 
this was completely untrue.  There is great concern around this issue 
as the whole process is destructive to the organisation.  Milan has had 
discussion with elected members and the organisation is pursuing the 
matter.  Tendering for Homeless report is now public and is available 
online.
4. Forum Representatives’ Reports


Strategic Development Group –  The group has not met since the last 

OPSF meeting.  The next meeting is scheduled for 17 March 2009.

Mental Health & Older People -  The SDG has been involved in the 
Conference/Staff Training Event on mental health and well-being for 
older people ‘How Fine are You’ which is taking place tomorrow (29 
January) at the City Chambers.  This will be a launch of the leaflet and 
the day will be for staff input with workshop activities.  John 
Richardson and Anne Munro will attend.  Anne will give feedback at the 
next meeting.


Day Services Implementation Group -   the group has agreed the 
process and agendas for the meeting for 2009.  they are:-

February – information points


April – Working effectively with Health

June- Developing Outcomes for Day Services


Sept. – Good Ideas Research and community Connecting

Nov.-  Implementing the Minority Ethnic Chapter of the Day Services 

Review

Margaret Stewart and Liz McIntosh are the OPSF reps. on this group.

EVOC Community Care Alliance – Sandra Dixon and Margaret Stewart attended the Community Care alliance meeting in December 2008. It is unclear whether the Alliance has a future in its current form and Sandra and Margaret did not consider it worthwhile attending. However, it raises important questions about how the Forum links in to wider discussions regarding health and social care. 

The meeting agreed it would be useful to invite Iain Macintosh to 
attend the next OPSF meeting, as voluntary sector representative to 


the CHP. Steve to check this out with Iain.

A City for all Ages – John and Steve recently attended a ACFAA 
advisory meeting looking at how the evaluation of A City For all Ages 
(now in its ninth year) will be undertaken.  Susan Shippey, Policy 
Officer Corporate Services is leading on this.  Susan has expressed 
willingness to attend a future OPSF meetingas part of the evaluation 


process.

At the City For All Ages/SDG Seminar 8th December 2008, Brian 
McKechnie, Strathclyde University gave a presentation around Local 
Integrated Networks. The Scottish Government has provided funding 
to support intergenerational work in communities.  A few voluntary 
sector reps attended and fed into the day. 

Today & Tomorrow Group-   The Today & Tomorrow Group has been 
awarded 2500 Euros to highlight MBE needs.  It is planned to take 
place by end of February after Ramadan.  There will be sessions to 
look at age and ethnicity and a programme of film and workshop 
sessions.  Anne and Neena to meet to look at BME issues.

5. Support of City of Edinburgh Council for the Forum


Forum members acknowledged the efforts being made to raise the 
profile of OPSF and to ensure it is a means of circulating accurate 
information and promoting high quality debate. The support offered by 
CEC Health and Social Care Department to the OPSF in achieving this 
was welcomed. It was agreed that: 

· the Department will receive draft minutes of each OPSF meeting with an invitation to comment on points of accuracy

· any comments from the Department will be reported to the next OPSF meeting

· minutes will remain draft until approved / corrected at the next OPSF meeting. They will not be posted on the Edinburgh Compact OPSF microsite until approved.

· Steve will liaise with Eileen McNaughton prior to each OPSF meeting regarding possible agenda items.

· A standing invitation is offered for a respresentative of the Department to attend the final 45 minutes of each OPSF meeting, either to speak to specific agenda items or to answer questions, clarify points raised earlier in the meeting

6. End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill consultation


There will be an open consultation meeting on Friday 6 February 
10.30 am – 1.30 pm in the European Room, City Chambers to discuss 
the above Bill.  Anyone wishing to attend should contact Elizabeth 
McGhee 0131 469 3876.  Responses from the consultyation will be 
published.   

7. A City For all Ages – Progress Update


Glenda Watt, Strategy Manager for A City for All Ages, CEC Corporate 
Services was welcomed to the meeting.


Glenda circulated copies of A City for all Ages, 
Edinburgh’s Joint Plan 
for Older People 2007-2010.  She explained that CEC is about to 
embark on an evaluation of the plan, to be led by Susan Shippey. She 
highlighted two of the ten vision statements in the plan where there is 
specific reference to the voluntary sector. It is hoped that the OPSF 
will contribute to the evaluation on these matters:
· Our vision for better links between the generations in Edinburgh 
through the implementation of Inspiring Edinburgh: A Volunteering Strategy for Edinburgh, voluntary organisations will develop further opportunities for older people and younger people to work together


· Our vision for learning opportunities throughout life in Edinburgh
EVOC will encourage and work with voluntary organisations to develop the skills of older people and help older people contribute to the learning of others


Steve reported that 
EVOC Learning carried out age profiling of all 
participants on its training courses. EVOC can track people aged 50+ 
who attend training courses, and could provide statistics for this.  

It may be possible to carry out a short survey amongst agencies, on 
whether / how they actively engage and promote people 50+ into the 
agency and onto their Management Board. Glenda will also consult 
with the Volunteer Centre Edinburgh.

Glenda explained that she and Susan intend to develop pro-formas for 
gathering information but also that she wo0uld be willing to meet 
groups individually to discuss relevant areas of activity. The timescale 
on this work is quite tight. It is hoped to have the information collected 
by the end of March. Glenda will send the pro-forma to Steve for
circulation once it is available.
8. Any other business


None

9. Date of next meeting


As previously agreed, the date of the next meeting is 24 March 2009. 
10.30am – 12.30pm in the EVOC Boardroom. 
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